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231/NDA/DPS/05/2025 Safe Drugs Save Lives 8th May, 2025
CIRCULAR NO. 002/DPS/2025

All Resident District Commissioners
All Chief Administrative Officers
All Town Clerks

RE: REGULATION OF PROMOTION AND ADVERTISEMENT OF DRUG
RELATED INFORMATION

The National Drug Authority (NDA) is established by the National Drug Policy and
Authority Act, Cap.198 to ensure the availability, at all times, of essential, efficacious
and cost-effective drugs to the entire population of Uganda.

Specifically, Section 33 of the National Drug Policy and Authority Act prohibits any
person from publishing any advertisement calculated to induce the use of a drug for
prevention or treatment of diseases specified in the Fifth schedule of the Act (including
cancer, diabetes, heart disease etc.) terminating or influencing the course of human
pregnancy and for any purpose relating to enhancing human potency.

NDA has noted with concern the increasing proliferation of adverts and promotions of
drugs that are not approved by NDA. Furthermore, majority of these adverts and
promotions often contain misleading and fraudulent claims of drugs /substances that
have not been approved for sale by the NDA.

In light of these concerns, this communication seeks to reinforce the requirement for
all advertisements and promotions of drugs to receive approval from NDA before
publication.

All advertisements through notices, circulars, labels, wrappers, announcements made
orally or by means of producing light or sound and promotion material used in health
camps, campaigns and drives, health talk shows in the media that state the
composition, use, or therapeutic effects of drugs MUST be approved by NDA before
publication.

The NDA calls upon all district Ieaders and stakgholders mvolved in health- related

Thank you
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