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Safe Drugs Save Lives
112/NDA/DPS/02/2026

3rd March 2026
CIRCULAR NO. 001/DPS/2026
All Pharmacies and Drug Shops

RE: UNAUTHORISED SALE OF PUBLIC FAMILY PLANNING COMMODITIES IN
THE PRIVATE SECTOR

The National Drug Authority (NDA) is established by the National Drug Policy and
Authority Act, Cap. 198 to ensure the availability, at all times, of essential, efficacious
and cost-effective medicines to the entire population of Uganda.

The Ministry of Health and NDA have noted with deep concern the increasing sale of
public family planning medicines in the private pharmacies and drug shops. In
particular, our surveillance efforts have determined that the self-injectable
contraceptive (DMPA-SC/Sayana Press), implants (Implanon NXT and Jadelle) and
Copper intrauterine Devices (IUDs) intended for free distribution have been sold in
private entities without traceable documentation.

The sale of these products in private entities not only undermines accountability and
stewardship of critical public resources, but also threatens the accessibility of these
vital products by the most vulnerable people in our communities.

Please note that under section 296 (2) of the Penal code Act, a person who is found
in the possession of government medicines without a lawful excuse commits a crime
which is punishable by law.

This communication therefore serves as a warning to the public, pharmacies and drug
shops to desist from purchasing and selling all family planning medicines/product that
are intended to be freely accessed by the Government of Uganda in public health
facilities.

The NDA calls upon the local leaders and the general public to be vigilant and report
anyone involved in the illegal trade of medicines that are meant to be issued free of

charge in pubhc,healt facilities.
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HEAD OFFICE

OUR MISSION REGIONAL OFFICES

Plot 93 Buganda Rd. P.O. Box 23096, Kampala, Uganda

Tel: (+256) 417 788 100, Toll Free: 0800 101 999

© 0740 002 080 (General), 0740 002 070 (Pharmacovigilance)
Website: www.nda.or.ug, Email: ndaug@nda.or.ug.

Facebook: Uganda National Drug Authority

Twitter: @UNDAuthority

NATIONAL DRUG QUALITY CONTROL LABORATORY

Tel: (+256) 417 782 040 / (+256) 414 583 095

To protect and promote human
and animal health through the
effective regulation of drugs and
healthcare products.

Central Region, Akamwesi - Tel: (+256) 414 672 734
Western Nile Region, Arua - Tel: (+256) 414 671 033
South Western Region, Mbarara - Tel: (+256) 414 671 034
South Eastern Region, Jinja - Tel: (+256) 434 122 176
Eastern Region, Tororo - Tel: (+256) 392 004308

Western Region, Hoima - Tel: (+256) 393 255 257
Northen Region, Lira - Tel: (+256) 414 671 032

Kampala Extra Region - Tel: (+256) 417 788 100



